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Ask most people why Christ is coming back to earth and most will tell you that it is for Christ to 

setup his physical kingdom on earth. The Left Behind series has left a lot of people thinking that 

the kingdom is going to come sometime in the future after the rapture and the tribulation.  

However we should only care about the opinions of one person – someone that was there and 

should know when it will begin – Jesus Himself. And His answer may surprise you. 

 

We will first pick up our story by looking at a couple of prophecies from the book of Daniel. 

“And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never 

be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end 

to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.” (Daniel 2:44). In this prophecy from the 

book of Daniel, he had just finished talking about a story of a statue that he interpreted for the 

king of Babylon about 4 kingdoms that would come along beginning with the one that was 

currently in power (Babylon – lasted until 536 BC). This kingdom would be followed by Media-

Persia (lasted until 333 BC), Greece (lasted until 200 BC) and Rome (lasted until about the 400s 

AD). This lets you know that God’s kingdom would be established during the reigns of the kings 

of Rome. “How great are His signs, And how mighty are His wonders! His kingdom is an 

everlasting kingdom, And His dominion is from generation to generation.” (Daniel 4:3).  So we 

see from the above scriptures that the Kingdom that will be established will be an everlasting or 

“Eternal” kingdom. 

 

Here is another prophecy about the kingdom from the book of Isaiah. “For a child will be born to 

us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will 

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no 

end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and 

forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7). Here we see 

that this Child that will be born will sit on the throne of His father David and rule over His 

kingdom which will last forever more. 

 

Here is another prophecy about the kingdom which God is communicated to David through 

Nathan. “When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your 

descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 

build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a 

father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the 

rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, 

as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. Your house and your kingdom 

shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.” In accordance 

with all these words and all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David. (II Samuel 7:12-17). So again 

we see this throne and kingdom which will go to one of David’s descendants and it will be 

established forever.  

 

So here we have a small sampling of prophecies mentioned about a coming King, His throne, His 

Kingdom, His lineage. He will be descended from David’s line and He will sit on David’s 

throne. This throne and His kingdom will be established forever. Now according to the Pre-

millennial teachers, these prophecies are yet to be fulfilled. Since the Jews rejected the kingdom 

offer of Christ during His first coming, He did not setup His kingdom but instituted the church 
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age and later after the tribulation, He will return to earth to setup His kingdom and reign on earth 

as King for 1000 years. Let’s see if the scriptures bear this out. 

 

In the book of Luke we see Mary given details about the upcoming birth of her son. “The angel 

said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will 

be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 

father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have 

no end.” (Luke 1:30-33). Does that sound like it could be a fulfillment of these Old Testament 

prophecies?  

 

After the death of John the Baptist, From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17).  And also in the Lord’s prayer we see the 

following: “Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done,  On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.” (Matthew 6:9-13).  So we can see from the above scriptures that the kingdom is 

at hand at the time of Jesus and that He is also praying for the coming of the kingdom of God.        

 

Jesus in answering the Pharisees’ claims that He was casting out demons by Beelzebub made the 

following statement. “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 

has come upon you.” (Matthew 12:28)  So since Jesus was casting out demons by the spirit of 

God, the kingdom of God was obviously right on top of them.  Then a little later on while talking 

with the apostles.  “He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’  And Simon Peter 

answered and said, ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered and said 

to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but 

My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will 

build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it. I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven; and whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:15-19). We see here 

that Peter was given the keys to the kingdom of Heaven that he was going to have to use at some 

point during his lifetime. In this section of scripture, the kingdom of heaven is mentioned just 

after Jesus mentions the building of the church, linking the two together.  

 

Of course the Jews were looking for a physical conqueror coming in a physical kingdom. “So 

Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king, 

withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone.” (John 6:15). So the Jews did not reject the 

kingdom offer. They wanted Him to be king over them. But He refused to do so. Why? Jesus 

tried over and over to let the Jews know that it was not going to be a visible kingdom. “Now 

having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, He 

answered them and said, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor 

will they say, “Look, here it is!” or, “There it is!” For behold, the kingdom of God is in 

your midst.”’” (Luke 17:20-21). So there will be nothing visible about this kingdom and it will 

come with no signs. 
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There is another prophecy that we did not bring up before that I would like to bring up now. It is 

from Psalm chapter 2. “But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain. I 

will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have 

begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very  

ends of the earth as Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter 

them like earthenware.’” (Psalms 2:6-9). So here we see God installing a king on Zion. This 

installment was going to take place when it was said “You are my Son, today I have begotten 

you.” We will come back to this shortly. 

  

This coming kingdom was going to have some stipulations built into it.  “Jesus said to them, 

‘Did you never read in the Scriptures, “The stone which the builders rejected, this became the 

chief corner stone; This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes”?  Therefore 

I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you, and be given to a nation 

producing the fruit of it.’” (Matthew 21:42-44).  Because the Jews rejected Jesus (the chief 

corner stone), He will take away the kingdom from them and give to a nation producing the fruit 

of it (the Gentiles).    

 

Also, we know that it was going to be a different kind of kingdom – one that was not of this 

world – like an eternal or spiritual world.  While answering questions that were being asked by 

Pontius Pilate, “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this 

world, then My servants would be fighting, that I might not be delivered up to the Jews; but as it 

is, My kingdom is not of this realm.’ Therefore Pilate said to Him, ‘So You are a king?’ Jesus 

answered, ‘You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have 

come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.’” 

(John 18:36-37). So Jesus let’s us know right here that He was born to be a king. This would be a 

fulfillment of the prophecies in Isaiah 9, II Samuel 7 and Luke 1. So all scriptures from the 

gospels speak of the kingdom as a future event. 

 

However, when we come to the Pauline epistles that were written after the death of Jesus, we 

read the following. “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 

kingdom of His beloved Son” (Colossians 1:13). The first thing to notice here is that the book 

of Colossians was written to Christians. And the second thing to notice is the tense of the two 

verbs in the above verse. They are past tense and therefore that means that we are already there. 

Paul also makes that clear in some of the other books like I Thessalonians 2:12 and Romans 

14:17 (the kingdom is). The other verses that mention that the kingdom is already here are 

Hebrews 12:28 and Revelation 1:6 and 1:9. We are already in this kingdom.  

 

What good news: All Christians, like those at Colossae, have already been transferred to the 

kingdom of Christ.  It can be shown from other scriptures that the kingdom of Christ, the 

kingdom of heaven and the church are all names that are used interchangeably. A comparison of 

Matthew 16:28 and its companion scripture, Mark 9:1, will show that the kingdom of Christ is 

the same as the kingdom of God.  And comparing Matthew 13:11 with Mark 4:11 will show that 

the kingdom of heaven is the kingdom of God.  It is therefore clear, according to the scriptures, 

that the kingdom of heaven is the kingdom of Christ – which is the church. All scriptures about 

the kingdom written after Pentecost (Acts 2) speak of the kingdom as already being here. 
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So the kingdom was not here while Jesus was on earth but it is here when Paul is writing his 

letters. So when did the kingdom show up? 

 

Well we know that Jesus ascended off the earth on a cloud while the apostles were looking on.  

Jesus was telling the apostles to stay in Jerusalem because John baptized with water “but you 

shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. And 

after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud 

received Him out of their sight. And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was 

departing, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them; and they also said, ‘Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.’” 

(Acts 1:8-11).  So Jesus was lifted off the earth on a cloud. And this verse makes it absolutely 

clear that when He comes back, He is coming back on the clouds (not as a secret). But this is 

very interesting because it helps us to trace the rest of the story through the Bible.  

 

Jesus would tell Caiaphas while He was on trial that “You have said it yourself; nevertheless I 

tell you, hereafter you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matthew 26:64).  A lot of people have a tendency to read 

this quote and think that Jesus is talking about His second coming.  Jesus would sometimes quote 

the Old Testament to let you know that it is being fulfilled and what His purpose was. But He 

lets Caiaphas know that after this He would see Him seated at the right hand of God – and 

coming on the clouds of heaven. The interesting thing is - Jesus is quoting directly from the book 

of Daniel 7:13-14.  

  

Daniel 7:13-14 says “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven 

One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was 

presented before Him. And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the 

peoples, nations, and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.” 

(Daniel 7:13-14). Notice which direction Jesus is headed in these verses – UP. Pre-millennial 

teachers will tell you that this is a verse that tells of Jesus coming to earth. But this verse lets us 

know that Jesus was given His kingdom when he ascended to the right hand of the Father. 

 

So Jesus was letting Caiaphas and everyone else know that He would receive his Kingdom after 

His ascension into Heaven as record in Acts chapter 1. So His ascension brought about the 

church, the kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of Christ all at the same time. 

 

But Jesus made one other interesting statement in Mark 9:1.  “And He was saying to them, 

‘Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who shall not taste death until 

they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.’” (Mark 9:1). What did He mean 

by this?  Let’s take a look at the book of Acts. “And so when they had come together, they were 

asking Him, saying, ‘Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?’ He said to 

them, ‘It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 

but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the 
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earth.’”(Acts 1:6-8). And when did the Holy Spirit come upon the apostles?  “And when the day 

of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came from 

heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  

And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each 

one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4).  It was just like Christ had said, 

they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now in Acts 1:5.  It was 10 days 

after His ascension that all of this took place – the kingdom of God (kingdom of Heaven, 

Church) coming with great power. 

 

Now lets take a look at whether Christ is sitting on David’s throne. The good news is: the apostle 

Peter brings this out for us on the day of Pentecost in the first sermon ever preached. “But God 

raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be 

held in its power. For David says of Him, ‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; 

FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. THEREFORE MY 

HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO 

WILL LIVE IN HOPE; BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, 

NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.  YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN 

TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR 

PRESENCE.’ Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he 

both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. And so, because he was a 

prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF 

HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of 

the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh 

SUFFER DECAY. This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. Therefore 

having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of 

the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. (Acts 2:24-33). So Peter 

quotes Psalm 16 letting us know that David was not talking about himself being resurrected but 

as a prophet, David looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ as 

being when He would take His seat on his throne. So by reason of His resurrection and 

ascension, Christ took His seat on David’s throne – which fulfilled the prophecy from Daniel 

chapter 2 because this new kingdom was setup while Rome was in control of Jerusalem.   

 

So in Psalm 2, it was said that God would install His king on Zion. It is said this would take 

place when it was said “You are my Son, Today I have begotten you.”  

Well Paul makes an interesting statement will preaching a sermon in the book of Acts. “But God 

raised Him from the dead; and for many days He appeared to those who came up with Him from 

Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people. And we preach to 

you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, that God has fulfilled this promise  to 

our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘YOU 

ARE MY SON; TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU.’ As for the fact that He raised Him 

up from the dead, no longer to return to decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I WILL GIVE 

YOU THE HOLY and SURE blessings OF DAVID.’” (Acts 13:30-34).  So Paul lets us know 

that Psalm 2 has been fulfilled at the resurrection and ascension of Jesus – He was installed as 

King on Zion and given the throne of His father David. But the fact that Jesus has been begotten 
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is also mentioned in Hebrews 1:1-5 and Hebrews 5:5 letting us know that this event has already 

taken place – at His ascension.  

 

But why can’t we see this kingdom?  Remember the prophecies in Daniel said it was going to be 

an eternal dominion or kingdom and Jesus said that it was not going to be of this realm.  Well, 

let’s let the Bible define what eternal actually means. “For momentary, light affliction is 

producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the 

things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are 

temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” (II Corinthians 4:17-18).  That is 

why we as Christians “live by faith and not by sight” (II Corinthians 5:7).   

 

So Christ, the eternal King is currently reigning on David’s eternal throne over His eternal 

kingdom, the church. And we are all subjects in this kingdom – today. 

 

So it is obvious from John chapter 4, that Jesus came to do the will of God. “My food is to do the 

will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work.” (John 4:34). Now did Jesus fail in His 

task to accomplish all that God sent him to do? Those that follow the pre-millennial teaching 

would have to say yes because His kingdom was not established because of the Jew’s rejection. 

But Jesus would later say “I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which 

You have given Me to do.” (John 17:4) Everything God wanted Him to do, He accomplished – 

including the setting up of His kingdom. 

 

 

Referenced Scripture Verses 

Matthew 16:28 

"Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until 

they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom." 

 

Mark 9:1 

And Jesus was saying to them, " Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing 

here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power."   

 

Mark 4:11 

And He was saying to them, “To you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God, but 

those who are outside get everything in parables”   

 

Matthew 13:11 

Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 

heaven, but to them it has not been granted.” 

 

I Thessalonians 2:12 

so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and 

glory. 
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Romans 14:17 

for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

Hebrews 12:28 

Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which 

we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 

 

Revelation 1:4-9 

“John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who 

was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from Jesus 

Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To 

Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood —  and He has made us to be a 

kingdom, priests to His God and Father —  to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, 

even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. 

Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty.’ I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom 

and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of 

God and the testimony of Jesus.”  

 

Hebrews 1:1-5 

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 

in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through 

whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation 

of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification 

of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than 

the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. For to which of the angels did 

He ever say, ‘YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"? And again, " I 

WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME’? 

 

Hebrews 5:5 

So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, 

‘YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU’  

 

 

Parables of the kingdom of heaven from Matthew 

Matthew 22:1-14  Matthew 13:24-30 

Matthew 13:31-32  Matthew 13:33 

Matthew 13:44  Matthew 13:45 

Matthew 13:47-52  Matthew 18:23-35 

Matthew 20:1-16  Matthew 25:1-13 


